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keen on regionalization and dispersal of industries, as widely
as possible, subject, of course, to the availability of natural
resources.' The Reconstruction Committee of Council of the
Government of India, in their second report on Reconstruc-
tion Planning also admitted the shortcomings of industrial plan-
ning and development according to artificial political boun-
daries.
But in practice whatever little is being done in respect
of post-war industrial planning and development seems to be
going on on the basis of existing political boundaries of
provinces and states. Even in the Memorandum prepared by
the Office of the Economic Adviser to the Government of
India on the 'Location of Industry in India' to serve as a
basis of discussion, scant regard has been paid to the regional
idea. All the statistical data in various tables are placed
haphazardly on the political basis of provinces and states
without any attempt at regional grouping. Sometimes (as
in the case of jute industry) the word 'region* has been
applied indiscriminately to the territorial units of vastly
diiferent sizes such as the French Settlements and the entire
province of Bengal.
This shows that we have not found it possible as yef to
move beyond the narrow limits set up by political divisions
even in the matter of planning for the future economic and
indutsrial development of the country. The various
states are planning for themselves within the limits set
up by their political boundaries. These boundaries of
states are the results of certain historical events,
like wars, conquests and treaties. They are absolutely
arbitrary and are not related to the distribution of natural
resources in any way. In the majority of cases they stand
in the way of better economic and industrial development of
the country. Even in Europe where the different countries
comprise compact blocks of territory the political boundaries
have created many insoluble economic and industrial prob-
lems. The electrification of the Upper Rhine Valley and the
mutual dependence of Lorraine, Luxemburg, the Saar Basin
arid the Ruhr Valley for raw materials, power resources,
market and credit conditions, etc. furnish some examples of
such problems.